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THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA 
U  N  I  V  E  R  S  I  T  Y   C  H  O  I  R 
"A Course in Group Excellence" 
 
CRN  Course # Credits  Instructor Days Time  Room
70584  MUS 107A/2 1  Funk  MWF 11:10-12:00 218 
 
Contact Information 
Instructor:   Dr. Gary Funk 
Office:    Music Room 203 
Campus Phone:  243-2794 
e-mail:    gary.funk@umontana.edu
Office Hours:   MWF: 3-4 p.m.; T/R: 1:10-2:00 p.m. 
 
Music 
Fa Una Canzona - Vecchi  
In Memoria Aeterna- Vivaldi 
Lebenslust – Schubert 
A Maiden is in a Ring Now – Alfvén 
Shut de Do – arr. Hayes 
Ergen Deda – Lyondev (Women Only) 
Prayer of the Children – arr. Klouse (Men Only) 
O Sifuni Mungu – arr. Emerson 
Soon ah will be done – arr. Dawson 
Sometimes I Feel – arr. Shaw-Parker 
Everytime I Feel the Spirit – arr. Dawson 
 
 
A Word about our Music 
 
16. Fa Una Canzona is a love song written and performed during the Renaissance. 
 
17. In Memoria Aeterna  comes from a larger work titled Beatus Vir by the Italian 
composer Vivaldi. 
 
18. Lebenslust was composed by the Viennese composer, Franz Schubert, and it talks 
about the idea that human beings need good friends, a circle of trusted colleagues 
with who the lust and joy of living can be shared. 
 
19. A Maiden is in a Ring Now is a Swedish song that talks about the importance of  
not trusting your partner.  If you let loose of the leash, the guy will be unfaithful.  
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20. From the Carribean comes Shut de Do which speaks of morality taught by parents  
to their children. 
 
21. One of the best choirs in the world is the Bulgarian Women’s Chorus.  This song  
Was first performed by them.  They are peasant women who dress in native 
costumes. The meter of the song is 7/16.  Singing in assymmetrical meters is 
standard fare in Eastern European countries.  
 
22. Prayer of the Children was written as a result of the breakup of the Yugoslavian  
Nation in the 90’s. It is dedicated to all of the children who only wished for a 
normal peaceful life. 
 
VIII. O Sifuni Mungu provides the opportunity to enjoy the musical sounds and  the 
language of African music. 
 
23. Three spirituals close out our program: Soon ah will be done, Sometimes I Feel and 
Everytime I feel the spirit.  The three share the trials and tribulations of being slaves 
and wishing to be done with the troubles of the world.   
  
Tour 
Thanks to the hard work of Kathleen Ferriss and Caitlin Anderson, the University Choir 
will be going on a spring semester tour.  It is likely that this is the first time in the history 
of UM that this choir has gone on tour.  Although all of the details have not been 
finalized, the tour will take place from Thursday, April 27 through Saturday, April 28. 
The choir will sing for high school students between Missoula and Billings.  When the 
itinerary is officially in place, we will inform the choir. 
 
Semester Schedule 
Date  Day   Event   Time  Place 
April 26-28 Thurs-Saturday Spring Tour  TBA  TBA 
April 29 Sunday   Dress Rehearsal 8:30 p.m. Univ. 
Theatre 
April 30 Monday  Concert  7:30 p.m. Univ. Theatre 
 
Extra Rehearsals 
We may discover during the course of the semester that extra rehearsals are required for 
us to reach our expressive goal. In that case, all efforts will be made to schedule these 
events with plenty of notice. There may also be sectional rehearsals scheduled to bring 
our music-making up to the highest level possible. 
 
Purpose 
1) To develop higher levels of self-discipline and responsibility; 
2) To promote the development of basic musicianship skills; 
3) To encourage the use of critical thinking related to making musical decisions; 
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4) To refine the beauty of vocal tone, control of dynamics, and the expressiveness of 
phrases;  
5) To broaden human sensitivities and sensibilities; 
6) To explore a variety of choral compositional styles; 
7) To acquaint each student with excellent choral literature; 
8) To foster a deeper appreciation and respect for the choral art; 
9) To acquaint students with the literature and pedagogy required by positive and 
successful choral experiences. 
10.)To reinforce the importance of community in our lives; 
11) To present ethical dilemmas in the form of art for our consideration. 
 
Process:  Rehearsals and performances of music that is intellectually rich encourages the 
development of a personal relationship with the music. This provides a reason for 
discipline. To reach our ensemble's potential, requires individual and group  pursuit of 
excellence. Great music and ethical conflict demands all of us to stretch ourselves in the 
area of feeling and in determining what is right and wrong. It is through this process that 
an appreciation of the 'life of the mind' may be cultivated. 
 
GRADING 
Rehearsal Participation:  40% 
Memorization of music:  40% 




The example set for others in the rehearsal through good use of time, expressive singing, 
proper singing posture, demonstrated out-of-class preparation, participation in class 
discussions and through general positive and critical leadership are ways in which 
members contribute to the choir.  An evaluation of these factors will form the basis for 
this portion of the grade. 
 
Memorization of Music  
One of the goals of the semester is for the choir to sing the music from the heart.  To sing 
from the heart, the music has to be in the head and not the head in the music 
 
Attendance 
Once the grade for the course has been determined using the above criteria, the grade 
may also be affected by attendance. Because our learning depends almost entirely upon 
what happens in our rehearsals, regular attendance is mandatory. 
1) A student may miss two rehearsals without penalty to the semester grade. 
2) Upon the third absence, the semester grade will be lowered by one grade (i.e., an A 
becomes a B; a B becomes a C); upon the fourth absence an A becomes a C; a B 
becomes a D), etc. 
3)  If the dress rehearsal is missed for something other than a personal emergency, the 
semester grade will be dropped by one grade. 
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4)  If  the concert is missed for something other than a personal emergency (i.e., death in 
the family), a grade of F will be recorded for the semester. 
5) Punctuality has a positive effect on our momentum and morale. The rehearsal begins 
with the warm-up. Please be in your chair prior to the warm-up. If you are not present 
during the taking of roll, you will be counted absent unless the roll-taker is notified of 
your tardiness during or immediately following that rehearsal.  If you have unusual 
circumstances that affect your punctuality, please let me know.  
 
REHEARSAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
1.  Bring your own music to every rehearsal. 
2.  Bring a pencil to every rehearsal and use it to write instructions in the music. 
3.  Practice the related part during portions of the rehearsal when it is necessary for the 
conductor to work with other vocal sections. 
4.  Be a musical leader to the best of your ability. 
5.  Practice your music outside of class.  
6.  Hold your music up and watch the conductor. 
7.  Sit and stand with a posture that promotes good singing. 
8.  Strive for beautiful, resonant and supported vocal tone. 
9.  Strive for consistency of tone when singing louds and softs and when singing in the 
high and low registers. 
10.  Avoid excessive vibrato. 
11.  Listen carefully to yourself, your neighbors, your section, and the choir. 
12.  Strive for perfect intonation. 
13.  Speak your consonants clearly and sing on the vowel. 
14.  Shape the musical phrases. 
15.  Discipline yourself. 
24. Be responsive and willing to commit yourself to making excellent music. 
 
Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code: All students must practice 
academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the course 
instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar 
with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online at: 
www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/Index.cfm/page/1321 
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